By STEVEN ROWAN, University of Missouri (St. Louis) THE EXPULSION OF THE Jewish community of Regensburg (Ratisbon) and the conversion of its synagogue into a pilgrimage-church in 1519 C.E. has long been seen as a paradigm of the misery of life in the Dispersion. In the last decades of its residence, the Jewish community of that town was subjected to a rising tide of popular violence and political pressure, and it responded by appealing to Emperor Maximilian I for protection. An active campaign of lobbying and litigation before the Imperial Court was conducted by Gentile lawyers in the employ of Regensburg Jewry, and it was only after Maximilian's death in January of 1519 had left the throne temporarily vacant that the city's authorities dared to expel their Jewish neighbors.
The last lawyer to represent the Regensburg community was Dr. Zasius, and the rarity of that name would inevitably lead one to assume that this must have been Dr. Ulrich Zasius (1461-1535), professor of civil law at the University of own right, and he should not continue to be confused with a man who was actually an enemy of Jewish human rights.
